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FROM THE DESK OF THE SUPERINTENDENT, PRINCIPAL & FOUNDER 
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Caretakers, Staff, Students, and Interested Stakeholders, 
 

In early 2020, COVID-19 swept the world, causing major upheaval to all aspects of life.  For far too 
many families, the pandemic brought tragedy in the form of lost loved ones. In the United States, the crisis 
resulted in unprecedented school closures in the spring of 2020. The shutdown interrupted learning for millions 
of students throughout the nation and the world. 
 
 

Responding to the Crisis 
 
Although the year brought crisis, it also saw innovation and resilience in the face of the pandemic. At 

T.C.P. World Academy, a recognition of the consequences of the nationwide school shutdown confirmed the 
importance of our mission to provide a quality education and underscored the need to adapt.  Soon after the 
shutdown we saw that the need to adapt to radically changed circumstances would give rise to complex 
challenges as well as salutary opportunities.  To a great degree, technology proved to be key to addressing these 
needs. 

 
Within days of the Governor’s stay-at-home order, T.C.P. World Academy shifted to a remote working 

environment and a virtual instruction model, utilizing technology to connect students to teachers.  The transition 
proved challenging, but the school succeeded in implementing a teaching platform that worked.  This platform 
helped ensure that T.C.P. stood ready to pursue its mission of empowering children with a quality education that 
enables them to become life-long learners. 
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When the shutdown forced students to stay home, we reaffirmed that learning remained a priority.  We 

provided computers to every child who needed one, we enabled internet connectivity for families, and we 
delivered lessons and assignments daily that enabled teachers to assess their students’ progress. The shutdown 
nonetheless created unique challenges in assessing the academic progress of students as well as in evaluating 
their social and emotional needs amidst the pandemic.  Communication became crucial. In this connection, our 
close relationships with parents and caretakers gave us insight into the needs of students as they adapted to the 
exigencies of the crisis. 

 
 

The Federal and State Governments Provide Assistance 
 
Additionally, we took the opportunity, provided by federal grants that channeled millions of dollars to 

the states to address the urgent needs of our nation’s schools, to purchase technology that enabled teachers to 
provide classes to their children remotely which mirrored the actual classroom experience and served to 
minimize learning loss; to install a ventilation system to reduce the risk of air-borne infection and improve air 
quality; to remodel restrooms featuring safer touchless faucets and towel dispensers; to remodel the lower floor 
at St. Peter’s Church to allow more classrooms for increased distancing among our kindergartners and 2nd 
graders; to affix shields to every student desk; and to purchase sanitization supplies and pay staff to work extra 
hours to make our facilities resistant to the coronavirus and healthier in every respect.  All the improvements 
and steps taken during the past year will enable us to bring students back to school safely in the new school 
year. 

 
Federal and state grants also enabled us to purchase a wide spectrum of high-quality instructional 

materials and software applications for remote instruction and provided funds for extensive training in effective 
remote and hybrid instruction.  Grant funding enabled T.C.P. World Academy to provide free meals to families 
during the closure. Our administration and caring, dedicated kitchen staff worked hard to carry out this project, 
which gave many of our families extra help overcoming the financial hardships produced by the pandemic.   

 
This report provides data about the academic achievements of our students, a brief summary of grant 

spending for the year, and a financial report.  I am pleased to report that T.C.P. World Academy maintained a 
balanced budget in fiscal year 2020-21. 

 
The attendance rate for students and teachers was determined by daily participation in Google Meet 

lesson plans, assignments entered and completed in Google Classroom.  For school year 2021, the teacher 
attendance rate was 93%, and student attendance was 92%, reflecting our student families’ exceptional strength 
and commitment in the midst of the pandemic.  Due to the state-wide school shutdown during the COVID-19 
pandemic, the State Achievement Test for grades 3-7 were not administered in school year 2019 -’20. Therefore 
we have included in this report achievement scores for T.C.P. World Academy in 2021 compared to those in 
2019, as well as the state test scores for 2021. 
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Fast Facts
T.C.P. (Technological College Preparatory) World Academy was founded in 2000 by Ms. Karen Y. French, a longtime 
educator and a Cincinnati transplant from California. Since then, the school, its staff, and Ms. French have garnered 
awards for their dedication. In 2002, Ms. French received a Congressional Citation for Excellence in Educational Reform 
and Leadership. In 2020 and 2017 T.C.P. earned the National School Choice School Choice Leadership Award.  The Ohio 
Alliance for Public Charter Schools awarded T.C.P. the ‘Certificate of Achievement School of the Year Honorable 
Mention’ for school year 2014-’15.  In 2003 and 2005, the school received commendations of “Effective” and 
“Excellent,” respectively.  In 2021, Niche.com, a national school ranking organization, recognized T.C.P. as the #1 Best 
Charter Elementary School in the Cincinnati area. 
 

Technology used in classrooms: 
- ELMO projectors 
- Big-screen televisions 
- Computers for Star Reading and Math, 

Accelerated Reader and Math, A-Z 
Reading 

- Remote Learning apps such as IXL, 
Nearpod, Mobymax, EPIC, Star Reader 
and Readworks 

- Chromebooks (all grades K-7) 
- iPads (K) 

 
We are partnered with Crayons to Computers, for 
discounts on books and school supplies. 

 
Throughout the year, some school activities 
include: 

- Lecture/Speaker Series during Black 
History Month 

- Class presentations 
 

Awards/Commendations 
       -     2014-15 Certificate of Achievement 
              School of The Year Honorable 
              Mention, from Ohio Alliance for 
              Public Charter Schools 
       -     2017 National School Choice 
              School Choice Leadership Award 
       -      2020 National School Choice 
              School Choice Leadership Award 

T.C.P. World Academy uses Positive 
Discipline Plan and Positive Behavior 
Intervention and Supports, as well as the 
Parent and Student Handbook, to guide student 
behavior expectations by incorporating 
rewards for exhibiting positive behavior, good 
character, and exceptional values. The school 
has also partnered with COPA for Bullying 
and Child Assault Prevention training. 
 
The school has also implemented a School 
Emergency Plan, approved by the Ohio 
Department of Education (ODE) and the Ohio 
Homeland Security (OHS). 
 

Our Administration 
Karen French, Superintendent/ Principal 
Lauren Branson, Assistant Principal 

 
Our Board of Directors 

Ryan Griffin, President 
Darlene Nunley 
David Goins 
LaVern Payne 
Virginia Cole 
 

T.C.P. World Academy 
6000 Ridge Ave. Cincinnati, OH 45213 

Phone: 513-531-9500 · Fax: 513-531-2406 
Website: www.tcpworldacademy.us 


